Recommendation

Abingdon CUSD 217 Board of Education

January 14, 2009

II.  Consent Agenda

Issue:  

Each month we put business activities into our consent agenda.

Background:

It normally includes:

Minutes of previous regular meeting December 17, 2008

Approve Payment of Monthly Bills 

Monthly Money Transfers 

Cash Balance Report 

People Involved:

Margie Allen

Dianna Pratt

Tami Roskamp

Recommendation

Abingdon CUSD 217 Board of Education

January 14, 2009
III.  Communications to the Board,   A.  Thank You Notes and other Correspondence
Issue:  

This is a monthly agenda item for the Board to hear what people have sent during the last month.

Background:

Thank you from Pat Dunlap Family
Thank you from GFWC Abingdon Juniors/Abingdon Neighborhood Com. (Share Your Heart Committee) Teresa Sanford

Thank you from Mike Starr Family (Dianna Pratt’s Brother)

People Involved:
Tami Roskamp
Recommendation

Abingdon CUSD 217 Board of Education

January 14, 2009
III.  Communications to the Board,   A.  Announcement of Abingdon 2009 Teacher of the Year
Issue:  

Since 2003 the Abingdon Teacher of the Year is sponsored by Mr. Duane McClusky.  Teachers are nominated by peers, parents, students, and community members.
Background:

This year’s winner is Mrs. Kristin Coe Moon.  She is a high school English teacher.  She was nominated by her peers and teachers.

We have also had two of our teachers honored by WCAZ this month and last month.

Mrs. Cindy Arthur and Mrs. Katie Hoge.  

People Involved:
Tami Roskamp

Committee

Recommendation

Abingdon CUSD 217 Board of Education

January 14, 2009
V.  Reports,  A.  Carl Sandburg Report
Issue:  

Monthly we receive a report from Carl Sandburg College from Sherry Foster.
Background:

Sherry brings the monthly Envoy to us at our meeting and highlights areas of interest for us.
People Involved:  

Sherry Berg
Recommendation

Abingdon CUSD 217 Board of Education

January 9, 2008

V.  Reports,  B.  Technology Report
Issue:  

This is a semi-annual report from our Director of Technology:  Mark Rogers
Background:
Technology Update

Abingdon Board of Education

Mark Rogers, Director of Technology

January 14, 2008
Skyward:

We are now live with our new Skyward Financial software.  A Skyward trainer was on-site all week last week to assist Margie with the first week of payroll and setup.  We have completed our first semester grading period with Skyward Student Management and are very pleased as we are with the Lunch Program.

Network Maintenance:
During the holiday break Elias and I were able to get a lot of IT maintenance done throughout the buildings. This includes everything from software and operating system security updates on all district computers to cleaning projectors filters.  We also installed a new Title One funded SmartBoard in the Hedding computer lab.  I have also included some examples of the reporting available with the newly installed version of our web filtering software used to monitor all computers on the network. There are many reports you can create either by individual user or all users.
CSC Intern:
This semester I will have CSC computer science intern working with me 10 hours per week.

.

As the technology in our district continues to expand and seems to be a vital component in almost everything we do in educating our children, I do want to thank the Board for recognizing that by providing a part time technology assistant.  I am excited that Abingdon is at the forefront of technology and will continue to be so.

Mark Rogers
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Top 100 Websites by Time

Query In Progress...4 seconds 

	HOST
	HITS

	microsoft.com
	138464

	google.com
	122326

	windowsupdate.com
	99872

	iscorp.com
	85340

	doubleclick.net
	59655

	ytimg.com
	56967

	wunderground.com
	47333

	studyisland.com
	42127

	myyearbook.com
	40246

	yimg.com
	39255

	yahoo.com
	31028

	marketwatch.com
	25860

	google-analytics.com
	24418

	216.24.125.55
	24388

	virtualstockexchange.com
	23267

	yieldmanager.com
	22980

	myspacecdn.com
	22616

	yearbookwizard.com
	20962

	il.us
	20937

	ebaystatic.com
	18614

	miniclip.com
	17174

	atdmt.com
	16171

	wikimedia.org
	16121

	cumulusstreaming.com
	15637

	photobucket.com
	15550

	youtube.com
	14425

	turner.com
	14288

	live.com
	14190

	myspace.com
	12674

	2mdn.net
	12623

	googleadservices.com
	12611

	trueweather.com
	12058

	tagstat.com
	11595

	shutterfly.com
	11592

	googlesyndication.com
	11213

	espncdn.com
	11012

	careercruising.com
	10286

	quantserve.com
	9995

	images-amazon.com
	9892

	revsci.net
	9487

	akamai.net
	8915

	zedo.com
	8719

	agame.com
	8686

	zope.net
	8587

	advertising.com
	8437

	fimserve.com
	8397

	covers.com
	8345

	wikipedia.org
	8188

	espn.go.com
	8177

	novelgames.com
	7415

	mktw.net
	7304

	neweggimages.com
	7086

	weather.com
	7018

	starfall.com
	6432

	edgesuite.net
	6313

	wqad.net
	6102

	alsrsa.org
	5940


People Involved:  

Mark Rogers
Recommendation

Abingdon CUSD 217 Board of Education

January 14, 2009
V.  Reports,  C.  Legislative Report and Western Illinois Workforce Investment Board Meeting
Issue:  

We have a monthly Legislative Report and Western Illinois Workforce Investment Board Meeting
Background:

Efforts in Springfield continue in the pursuit for the impeachment of Gov. Blagovich.  
The other hot topic in Springfield is with the Governor’s appointment of former Illinois Attorney General Roland Burris to fill the unexpired U.S. Senate term vacated by President-Elect Barack Obama. Secretary of State Jesse White has refused to certify the appointment.  Now Burris has petitioned the Supreme Court for a writ of mandamus to force White to sign.

In the area of Finance there are state revenue concerns for the FY 2010 budget because of the sluggish economy and requirement of increasing the state pension payment. Both House Speaker Madigan and incoming Senate President Cullerton comment that a one-point income tax increase will be on the Spring session agenda.

Abingdon School district did receive the following December payments from the state:

$29,352.58 for Regular and Vocational Transportation
$20,348.70 for Special Education Transportation

$28,868.29 and $589.14 for Special Education

Another areas discussed in the State School News Service report is that Illinois is one of three states (with Rhode Island and Washington State) studied in-depth by the Center on Education Policy for effects of the No Child Left Behind Act. The CEP noted that Illinois learning standards are "vague" and not well aligned with the Prairie State Achievement Examination taken in high school. It also noted educators' feelings that involved parents may be the highest priority for a student's success.
On Tuesday, I attended the Workforce Investment Board Meeting in Macomb.  The topic for this meeting was Green Collar Jobs in Illinois.  Dr. David Loomis presented information about a new bachelor’s degree in Renewable Energy at Illinois State University.  This is the first interdisciplinary Bachelor of Science Degree in Renewable Energy in the nation.  At this time there are 40 students enrolled with a capacity of 60.  He talked about the Illinois Wind Working Group who is hosting a wind energy conference on February 4 in Peoria and a summer conference in Bloomington.  Renewable energies include hydro-electricity, biomass, geothermal, wind, photovoltaics, and solar thermal.  In 2006, renewal energies produced 6% of the US energy used. Currently there are approximately 8,500 job directly or indirectly related to renewable energy.  This is estimated to increase to 40,000 by 2030.
People Involved:  Tami Roskamp
Recommendation

Abingdon CUSD 217 Board of Education

January 14, 2009

V.  New Business, A.  Approve Gorenz and Assoc. Audit Engagement Letter

Issue:  

Each year we must complete an audit engagement agreement.
Background:

This is an understanding of services Gorenz and Assoc. will provide the Abingdon School District for the financial audit ending June 30, 2009.  Document is attached.
Recommendation:

I recommend that a Board Member move that we approve this audit engagement agreement with Gorenz and Assoc. as presented.
People Involved:  

Tami Roskamp

Margie Allen
Gorenz & Associates-Stephanie Ramsay

Recommendation

Abingdon CUSD 217 Board of Education

January 14, 2009
V.  New Business, B.  Resolution to Support our City Obtaining a New Stoplight
Issue:  

The City of Abingdon is working with the State to obtain a second stoplight for our town at the corner of Hwy. 41 and Martin Street.
Background:

We have long felt this would be a great benefit to our students!  Thus we wish to approve this resolution to be sent to the City of Abingdon in support of this stoplight:  I have emailed the Mayor.  He told me that since he has been in office,he has tried to get a light at that corner with the help of Rep Moffit.

Both times after a study the state has turned us down.  We will try again.
RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE CITY OF ABINGDON TO OBTAIN A STOPLIGHT AT THE CORNER OF MARTIN STREET AND HIGHWAY 41

 COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 205

KNOX AND WARREN COUNTIES, ILLINOIS



WHEREAS:  The City of Abingdon is working with the State of Illinois to erect a stoplight at the corner of Martin Street and Highway 41; and 

WHEREAS, the School Board of Abingdon CUSD 217 feels this stoplight will be a great safety feature for our students; and 

WHEREAS, the Abingdon Board of Education wishes to support the City of Abingdon in any and all projects that help our students;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Abingdon CUSD 217 Board of Education highly supports the City of Abingdon in their quest to erect a stoplight at the corner of Martin Street and Highway 41 to benefit our students as well as our community members, the Board of Education and School District stand ready to help in any way possible for this project.  


Dated this 14th Day of January, 2009






____________________________________
President, Board of Education








____________________________________








Secretary, Board of Education

Cost:There is no additional cost to the School District.
Recommendation:

I recommend that a Board Member move that we approve this resolution to support the City of Abingdon in their quest to erect a stoplight at the corner of Martin Street and Hwy. 41.
People Involved:

Abingdon Board of Education
Recommendation

Abingdon CUSD 217 Board of Education

January 14, 2009  

V.  New Business, C. Reorganization Meeting with Avon
Issue:  

In October the Abingdon School District received a letter from the Avon School District asking about an opportunity for an open discussion regarding reorganization.  We sent a reply that we were interested in meeting.  Supt. Dan Oakley has contacted me with dates of when the five schools could meet in January or February of 2009.  He is suggesting each school would be represented by the Superintendent and two board members.  The purpose of the meeting is for introductions and discussion about a feasibility study.
Background:

Information regarding reorganization efforts is available at the ISBE website at this link:

http://www.isbe.net/sfms/html/reorg_school.htm.

See attached powerpoint slides for discussion points.

Cost:

Final cost will be determined in the future.  Each Board member received a letter in October.  

Recommendation:

This is only a discussion of ideas to take to the meeting.

??Will we need a motion to recommend a feasibility study for up to XXX dollars???
People Involved:  
Jim Bloomberg

Tami Roskamp

Recommendation

Abingdon CUSD 217 Board of Education

January 14, 2009  

V.  New Business, D. Retreat Dates

Issue:  

Each year the board meetings for an annual board retreat
Background:

We need to see what dates will work with members.

Recommendation:

This is only a discussion of ideas for possible dates to hold the retreat.

People Involved:  
Tami Roskamp
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